
September 7, 2021

The Honorable Richard Durbin
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles Grassley
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination of Elizabeth Barchas Prelogar
for Solicitor General of the United States

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley:

We write in support of Elizabeth Barchas Prelogar’s nomination to become the Solicitor
General of the United States. Each of us served alongside Elizabeth as a law clerk at the
Supreme Court of the United States, either during the October 2009 Term, when she
clerked for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, or during the October 2010 Term, when she
clerked for Justice Elena Kagan. We come from different backgrounds, embrace different
legal viewpoints, and occupy different professional roles. We do not all agree with every
position or argument that Elizabeth has previously advanced as an advocate. Nor do we
expect that we will all agree with every position or argument that she will advance in the
future, including as Solicitor General. But all of us have sincere respect for Elizabeth and
are confident she would serve the Department of Justice with distinction.

From our time clerking with Elizabeth, we know her to be smart and hard-working, a
gifted writer and keen legal analyst. She is, in the words of the statute defining the office
to which she has been nominated, “learned in the law.” We also know her to be a
thoughtful, decent, and honest person. Although law clerks sometimes disagreed on the
right outcome or approach in a case, Elizabeth did not allow these disagreements to
become personal or divisive. To the contrary, she was and is committed to an
atmosphere of mutual respect, even while demonstrating her skills as an advocate for
her position. For all of these reasons, we are confident that Elizabeth has the intellect,
temperament, character, and talent necessary to excel as the federal Government’s chief
legal representative in the United States Supreme Court.
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